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required to build SR-I2Lierc.fvw, the enabled version ofÂ .Both Louisiana governor Bobby
Jindal and Texas governor Rick Perry hailed Louisiana's move to end its grant-in-aid
funding for the National Institutes of Health. Jindal called Louisiana's decision "absolutely
the right thing" to do, and Perry added his support, calling federal funding for the NIH
"rotten with scandal" and "thieves." The NIH has come under fire from conservative
lawmakers, including Louisiana Republican governor Jindal, who has been calling for
greater accountability in federal funding. Jindal, who is the 2008 GOP presidential
candidate, is also co-chairman of the Republican Governors Association. "Congress'
practice of giving special benefits to universities, research centers, and other nongovernmental health-related groups has been of increasing concern," Jindal said in a
statement. "This year, Louisiana was asked to make the biggest contribution of any state.
It was time to cut our losses and stop handing out our tax dollars." Jindal's move was
popular among Republicans, as the decision has been touted by Perry as well as other
GOP governors, including Tim Pawlenty of Minnesota and John Kasich of Ohio. "We
continue to be concerned with the lack of research and its funding at the NIH and are
proud to have stopped this insidious practice," Perry said in a statement. The Louisiana
move comes on the heels of a similar move by Virginia in April 2009, which ended the use
of federal funds for the National Cancer Institute. The Virginia move was made after an
internal audit by the hospital's cancer researcher found the institute was using grant-inaid funds to pay researchers for their time working on projects unrelated to the institute's
work. In May, Perry, as the chair of the Texas Governor's Cancer Panel, sent a letter to
leaders of the NIH calling on the agency to refund the $322,000 grant-in-aid the institute
had received. "In
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